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About This and Other NFA Reports

NFA's various reports are mainly derived from the Federal Procurement Data Center's (FPDC)
Individual Contract Action and Awards master file for fiscal year 2002 (the latest year for which
complete contract data are available).  The FPDC reports on only prime contracts with the Federal
government.  There is, to date, no comprehensive source of information on secondary or sub-contracted
activities. Eagle Eye Publishers of Vienna, VA. has worked very hard over several years to assign
parent company designations to contractors to give a more accurate picture of corporate contract
activity.  Nuclear Free America has collaborated with Eagle Eye Publishers in the preparing of the
data, and subsequent to Eagle Eye’s publication of the FPDC data, NFA has augmented this research
with over 600 parent company corrections, additions or deletions affecting about 25,000 contracts.  

NFA employs a proprietary and copyrighted database that identifies each of tens of thousands of weapons
and product service code combinations to determine exactly which contracts would fall under each of five
different military/weapons/nuclear definitions (listed below.)  NFA collaborated with and would like to
acknowledge the social research team at the United States Trust Company of Boston for their
invaluable assistance in developing our proprietary coding system.
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necessary to learn the Defense Department’s arcane purchasing procedures and to produce the first
contractor reports that so many have come to rely upon..  Former Director Chuck Johnson continued
and expanded the program into the ‘90’s using CD-ROM technology to expand the amount of
information we could process and accurately report on.  Chuck, Kris Finn and Jason Barker worked
with other experts and into many long nights designing the weapons coding system.  NFA Vice Chair
Gene McDowell, former Assistant Director Charlene Knott and most especially Lisa Torgerson
made possible NFA’s continued financial existence during our fiscal crisis we are only now recovering
from, allowing the database program to continue.  Lisa Torgerson also is to be thanked for staffing and
maintaining the data program from 1996. While volunteering for the program, Lisa updated our
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Terms of Use

All materials herein are copyrighted by Nuclear Free America, Inc..  A written request for permission
to reprint, resell,  republish or copy information is required.  Acknowledgment of Nuclear Free America,
Inc. is required on reports generated using the data, a copy of which is to be sent to NFA.  If you require
use of the data on a network or multiple copies of reports, call for information on volume pricing.  NFA
believes that the information contained in these reports is correct and from sources deemed reliable.
However, NFA cannot guarantee the accuracy of this information and cannot be held responsible for the
consequences of any inaccuracies. 
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Explanation of Terms

The world of weapons making and defense contracts is filled with arcane terms and a bewildering array
of products, services and activities.  To meet the requirements of socially responsible investors, local
government purchasing officials and consumers wishing to avoid varying levels of investment and
purchasing from companies that produce military equipment, NFA has developed a classification system
to make sense of it all.  The classifications we use in our reports are:

All Department of Defense contracts.  This designation includes all vendors to the Department,
whether military related or not.  Therefore, this category might include Hershey's Chocolate or IBM,
even though neither company makes weapons.  When the DOD publishes it's Top 100 contractors list,
this is the category they use.

Military Systems.  All military systems (all weapons-related systems and non-weapons military
systems designed to use in battlefield situations including launch & guidance systems, delivery,
deployment, transport, refueling, and command, control and communications systems, their
components, maintenance, testing, research & development).  This category, and all the categories listed
below, include contracts with the U.S. Department of Energy for nuclear weapons and weapons systems.

Weapons Systems.  All weapons systems (weapons, weapons systems including launch & guidance
systems, delivery and deployment, their components, maintenance, testing, research & development.)
This classification would include both a weapon and a vehicle that transports the weapon.

Nuclear Weapons Systems.  Nuclear weapons (nuclear weapons systems, their components,
maintenance, testing, research and development including launch and guidance systems, delivery
and deployment systems, testing facilities and components of the above.)  This category includes all
of the systems and components necessary for building, guiding, deploying and detonating a nuclear
device as well as the device itself.  THIS IS THE DEFINITION USED IN THIS REPORT.

Nuclear Weapons.  Nuclear weapons (their components, maintenance, testing, research and
development.)  This classification identifies only the components of the nuclear device itself and the
missile or bomb that contains it.  The dividing line that distinguishes this category from the nuclear
weapons systems category is that components in the Nuclear Weapons (vs. Nuclear Systems) category  
are destroyed upon detonation of a nuclear device.
For More Information:

  
E-Mail NFAnet@aol.comRandallstown, MD  21133
FAX (410) 655-7014 (call first)P.O Box 538
 Nuclear Free America, Inc.
(410) 655-9688Mailing Address:

Richard W. Torgerson
President
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